UNESCO

Hi,

My name is Faina Segal, and I am currently attending UC San Diego where I plan to double major in International Studies and Mechanical Engineering. I found my love for International Politics and MUN in high school, where I participated all four years. I also love to travel and make things. In high school I played tennis, softball, did Key club, leadership stuff, and danced salsa. I have also had the opportunity to travel to Germany on two occasions, where I found out the true results of the current administrations foreign policy.  I love people and laughing and I hope we’re gonna have a lot of fun at CCMUN together this year. Please e-mail me if you have any questions about the topics or anything else! My e-mail is fsegal@ucsd.edu. See you soon!
Topic 2 UNESCO

Modern Day Slavery

Background:


Slavery is a severe human rights violation of a person’s freedom. Today many people would be astonished at the amount and range of slavery that is still very prevalent in current times. Though you rarely find the type of slavery that characterized the United States south before the civil war, there are many other types of slavery still happening that are in many ways worse. Today’s slavery includes, but is not limited to, child labor, debt bondage, prostitution, human trafficking, and use of children in armed conflicts. Unfortunately, slavery is most prevalent in the world’s most underprivileged communities. Children are sold into hard labor and prostitution by their parents because they do not make any money and eat too much food. Whole families are stuck in debt bondage trying to farm land that is more unprofitable every year and only owing their landlord more instead of being able to make rent every month.

As a human rights violation, the international community is protected by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,  the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. All these conventions and convents are monitored by overseeing committees which keep track of country compliance to each one.
Past UN Action:


The UN Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery is responsible for researching and keeping track of modern day forms of slavery. During the most recent meeting of the Working Group, they reviewed the compliance with the many treaties and the current trends and conditions of slavery. The working group met for its 31st session this past 8-11th of August 2006 in the Palais des Nations in Geneva. Their reports on the current situation of slavery in many different countries in the world can help us find solutions to this problem.
Questions to Research/Answer:


Does your country have any kind of slavery problems?


What are they doing to prevent these problems?


What do they think could be done on an international level?

The current report from the working group on the situation of slavery in many countries can be found at the UN web site (www.un.org) under the slavery tab.

Topic 2:                                                    
 UNESCO: AIDS Education

The HIV/AIDS epidemic has been a concern of the international community for just over twenty years; in that time HIV/AIDS has developed into “the most unrelenting and devastating epidemic in human history”. 20 million people have died of AIDS since 1981; almost 40 million people are living with HIV and an estimated 13,000 people are newly infected daily. 

The development of antiretroviral mediation to help people live with HIV/AIDS has been at the forefront of the fight. However preventative measures, such as education, have been shown to significantly decreased the number of people who become infected with the virus. 

The Joint United Nations Program on HIV and AIDS or UNAIDS, erected in 1994 by a UNESCO resolution, and EDUAIDS, a program developed by UNESCO specifically dealing with AIDS education has been the leader in the UN’s fight against HIV/AIDS. UNESCO has absorbed this role because of its “distinctive mix of competencies in education, science, social science, culture and communication, UNESCO has an interdisciplinary organizational and technical capacity that is particularly suited to working on prevention education in an effort to halt the spread of the disease.”  

Despite the successes of AIDS education UNESCO has inevitably come across barriers in putting into action a  “simple, understandable, and comprehensive” program. Among the barriers UNESCO is facing is sufficient qualified personnel and community volunteers, the ability or willingness of countries to allow the UN within their country, the locations of at risk peoples, many who live in very small, remote areas. The result of these barriers is that UNESCO’s AIDS education has not been implemented everywhere that it is needed and is not being as effective as it could be. The message is clear: AIDS is a preventable disease; an effective way to prevent the spread of AIDS is education. We, as an international community need to reassess and correct the problems which are hindering our efforts, so that we can prevent infection and ultimately reduce the amount of deaths and devastation caused by AIDS.

